152   HOUSE PLANNING

ANALYSIS OF HOUSE REQUIREMENTS

The function of a house is to provide for the basic 'needs of a
family, which are shelter, food, health, cleanliness, privacy, and
service. The necessary activities, which are cooking, eating, sleep-
ing, bathing, dressing, cleaning, laundering, and storing, form the
basis for the house plan. The cultural activities, such as convers-
ing, reading, writing, playing, entertaining, listening to music, pur-
suing hobbies, and working, are also important factors in making
a house plan.

The social and economic status of a family determines many of
its housing requirements. The occupation of the wage earner is
an indication of family needs. For example, the families of a
physician, grocer, minister, author, carpenter, teacher, mechanic,
actor, or farmer require different accommodations. Their customs
in dining, entertaining, reading, or pursuing hobbies would be very
different. Some need larger rooms than others. Sonic need addi-
tional rooms, for instance, a bookroom, study, or office may be
needed by a minister, teacher, or author.

The size of the household influences the housing needs greatly*
Children of various ages or adult dependents create special prob-
lems. A resident servant changes planning requirements* Lack
of servants, vsrnall families, and outdoor recreation have tended to
decrease the size of houses.

The needs of individual members of the family should be listed
and used as a guide. If space is limited, a feature which is wanted
by only one member should be omitted in favor of another which
is desired by several.

Changes in requirements must be taken into account in house
planning, because births, deaths, and departures, as well as growth
of children, change family needs. Interests and activities change
with physical and cultural growth. The standard of living is no
more static than the social and economic status of the family. Since
farm families are usually permanent residents their houses should
be planned so that convenient rooms can be added later,

Compromises must be made by the average family when for-
mulating a final statement of requirements in a house. Com-
promises among financial restrictions, space restrictions, and fam-
ily needs are a difficult part of house planning.